SOURCE:  F.Damazio & R. Brott, Family Finance Workbook (Portland:  City Bible Publishing, 2004).
Money in God’s economy

“Money never made a man happy yet, nor will it.  There is nothing in its nature to produce happiness.  The more a man has, the more he wants.  Instead of filling a vacuum, it makes one.”  - Benjamin Franklin

Your assignment for the project for Personal Finance is to answer each of the following questions.  Key your answers into a file so you will be able to refer back to it in future years.  For better organization, type the section heading words that you see in CAPS on your paper to separate each section.  This assignment counts as your project grade in the course, so take it seriously.  Ask God for wisdom and understanding as you form your answers.  Personalize these items by “praying them in” to your life and making faith commitments to God as you complete each section.  Where it says “comment on…”, you should be able to do this in one, two, or at most three sentences.  Grammar and spelling count on this assignment, so take your paper over to The Writing Place before handing it in if you are not sure your write-up uses correct grammar and spelling (also use Word’s built-in grammar checker and spelling checker, which are activated by pressing the F7 key).
Material possessions

What is the role of contentment (comment on I Tim 6:6-11)? 

Comment on Luke 12:15 (one or two sentences).
Who is our provider and substance?

The Love of Money

Comment on the role of the love of money in the events of Acts 16:16,18-19,22-24.
What I Am, Not What I Possess

Comment on Proverbs 14:9.
Comment on Proverbs 15:6.
Comment on Mathew 25:21.
Comment on 2 Corinthians 9:11.
Lack of Contentment

Should I allow what I don’t have to rob me of the joy of gratefulness?

Comment on Exodus 20:17

The world says we must have things to be happy—is it correct? (Y or N, and why?)

What happens when we become discontent (Acts 5:1-10; Matthew 26:14, 15; Matthew 27:5)?

The Price of Greed

What happens when we become overcommitted to gain or profit (To answer, comment on 1 Samuel 15: 3, 9, 26)?

Living Without Distractions

Should I be preoccupied with creating great gain (comment on Matthew 6:31-33 and Philippians 4:11-12 to answer this)?  Will money or will spiritual treasures accumulated on earth pass with us to eternity?

God’s Supernatural Provision

What does God turn “little” into (Matthew 14:19-21)?
What role does faith have in determining the level of our blessing (2 Kings 4:1-7)?

Wealthy People in the Bible

Joseph of Arimathea (Matthew 27:57), Barnabas, Abraham, and Solomon were all wealthy, and God does not condemn wealth in any of them.  However, what happens when riches possess us (James 5:1-3)?

The Stewardship of Possessions

Comment on 1 Timothy 6:6-10.
Comment on Luke 16:11-13.
Comment on 2 Corinthians 8:4-7.
God’s Ownership

Who owns everything (Deuteronomy 8:18)?  In light of this, write two or three sentences on how you will live your life differently in light of this.
